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Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 1 

September through November 

Overall Theme- Establish the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives- Monitor Comprehension, Activate  Prior Knowledge, Make Connections 

Genre Focus- Fiction, Realistic Fiction 
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me 

better understand its meaning? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand  

 everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

 understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 

characteristics facilitate the reader’s ability to make 

meaning of the text. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used 

in text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 

text.  

  Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 

text personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and purpose. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

  

Standard Skill/Strategy 
SL.4.1a 

SL.4.1b 

SL.4.4 

RF.4.4 

 

-Practice routines for Reading Workshop 

 

-Write about independent reading 

RL.4.1 

RL.4.3 

RL.4.6 

RL.4.7 

RL.4.9 

RF.4.4a 

-Monitor inner voice during independent reading 

 

-React to text and track thinking 

RL.4.1 

RL.4.3 

RF.4.4a 

-Monitor inner voice and use strategies to refocus thinking while reading 

-Notice when meaning breaks down and stop to apply strategies 

RF.4.4a -Monitor inner voice, remembering to stop, think, and react to reading 

 

-Discuss reactions to the text, such as questions and connections,  to deepen understanding 

 

RI.4.5 

 

-Identify text features 

 

-Use nonfiction features to guide reading 

RF.4.4a 

RF.4.4c 

-Monitor inner voice for language that signals new learning 

-Stop, think, react to new information and merge it with what they know 

RF.4.4a 

RF.4.4c 

-Read and think about new information 

-Recognize that reading can change thinking and clear up misconceptions 
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Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 2 

  December through January 

 Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objective- Questioning 

Genre Focus-Biography/Autobiography 
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me 

better understand its meaning? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand  

 everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 

characteristics facilitate the reader’s ability to make 

meaning of the text. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used 

in text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 

text.  

  Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies 

to enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 

text personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and purpose. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
 

 

RL.3.1 

SL.4.1c 

RL.4.9 

 

-Question the text as they read 

 

-Stop and notice when questions are answered and recognize that not all questions will be answered 

 

- Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and 

patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

 

 

RF.4.4a 

SL.4.1c 

W.4.8 

-Read to answer questions 

 

-Use a variety of reading strategies to discover new learning 

 

-Use the Questions/Answers/Strategies form  to extend learning 

 

 

SL.4.1c 

-Relate new information to their questions 

 

Ask questions to clarify and resolve confusion and understand complicated ideas and issues 

-Understand that questions can expand thinking 
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Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 3 

February through March 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives- Visualize and Infer, Determine Importance 

Genre Focus- Historical Fiction, Non-fiction 
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me 

better understand its meaning? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand  

 everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 

characteristics facilitate the reader’s ability to make meaning 

of the text. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.  

  Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 

text personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on 

the audience and purpose. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RF.4.3a 

RF.4.4c 

L.4.4a  

L.4.6 

RI.4.4 

RI.4.7 

-Merge background knowledge with text clues to make an inference 

-Use context clues to infer meaning of unfamiliar words 

-Use visualization with nonfiction text features to infer meaning  

-Demonstrate understanding by using new vocabulary in sentences 

RL.4.2 

RL.4.10 

SL.4.1c 

-Use background knowledge and text clues to make an inference and draw a conclusion 

-Read with a question in mind and use facts to infer an answer 

RI.4.1 

RI.4.5 

-Understand the purpose of subheads and titles 

-Use background knowledge to infer meaning of inferential subheads and titles 

 

SL.4.1c 

-Ask authentic questions 

-Read to infer answers to questions 

-Discuss strategies used to answer questions 

RL.4.2 

RL.4.9 

RI.4.8 

-Discuss the purpose and plot of stories 

-Explain theme 

-Understand the difference between plot and theme 

SL.4.1a 

SL.4.2 

-Code the text to leave tracks of their thinking 

-Paraphrase, or put information into your own words 

-Acquire new knowledge and merge thinking with it 

RI.4.2 

RI.4.3 

 

-Distinguish between interesting details and important information 

-Summarize important information and merge it with their thinking 
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Standard Skill/Strategy 
RI.4.2 

RI.4.6 

RI.4.8 

W.4.9  

W.4.9b 

-Read to identify and summarize the author’s perspective as well as their own 

-Recognize the purpose of signal words 

-Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

- Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 

to support particular points in a text”). 

RL.4.1 

RL.4.2 

RI.4.2 

 

-Explain how details come together to support the theme 

-Connect and engage with the topic 
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Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 4 

April through June 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives-  Summarize/Synthesize 

Genre Focus-  Non-fiction, Poetry/Mystery 

Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me 

better understand its meaning? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand  

 everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will 

listen and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and characteristics 

facilitate the reader’s ability to make meaning of the text. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify the 

intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain meaning 

from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.  

  Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make connections 

(text to text, text to world, text to self) to make text personally 

relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on the 

audience and purpose. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning from, 

and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
SL.4.4 

RI.4.1 

RI.4.2 

RI.4.10 

W.4.8 

RL.4.6 

RL.4.9 

-Extract important information and paraphrase it 

-Learn strategies for navigating challenging text, take notes, and respond to information 

-Monitor understanding while reading 

- Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in 

focus and the information provided. 

-Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

RI.4.1 

RI.4.2 

RI.4.9 

SL.4.1a 

SL.4.1b 

SL.4.1c 

SL.4.1d 

-Respond to information with questions, connections, and inferences to expand their thinking 

-Synthesize facts and draw conclusions to consider larger ideas and issues 

-Share responses, questions, and ideas to learn from their peers 

SL.4.2 

SL.4.3 

RI.4.2 

RI.4.8 

-Think about the text separate the ancillary details from the big ideas to get the gist 

 

-Use a few words to summarize the big picture 

 

-Distinguish between the text information and their thinking 

RF.4.4b 

RL.4.1 

RL.4.2 

RL.4.4 

RL.4.5 

RL.4.10 

SL.4.5 

SL.4.6 

-Use background knowledge and context clues to infer meaning from a poem’s words, lines, and phrases 

-Move beyond a literal meaning using inference 

-Share ideas, questions, and interpretations of a poem’s deeper meaning 
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Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 1 

September through November 

Overall Theme - Establish the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Understand the Writing Process/Publish Personal Narrative 

Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  

Does process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written 

product? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge 

and understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others 

will listen and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable them 

to vary form and style, in order to write for different 

purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and purpose.   

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
 

W.4.4 

W.4.10 

-Practice routines for Writing Workshop 

-Participate in Writing Workshop discussions 

-Create Writer’s Notebook 

-Gather ideas for writing and free write 

 

W.4.5 

-Understand and follow the steps in the writing process: 

-Drafting 

-Editing  and Revising 

-Peer Conferencing 

W.4.3a 

W.4.4 

W.4.8 

W.4.10 

SL4.4 

-Write about a single event from their own lives, narrowing event down to a snapshot 

-Gather ideas for writing and free write 

W.4.3d -Using sensory details 

W.4.3b 

W.4.3e 

W.4.3c 

L.4.1d 

L.4.1f 

-Write openings with a hook 

-Write a satisfying closing 

-Use dialogue properly 

-Use vivid verbs 

-Identify and correct commonly misused words 

-Rewrite very long or run on sentences 

L.4.1f -Identify types of sentences, fragments, and run ons 

  -Write a paragraph with a topic sentence and closing 

 -Produce openings that are appropriate for the writing piece 

 -Produce writing with common and proper nouns 

 -Compose sentences with subjects and predicates 

L.4.2 

L.4.2a 

-Write sentences with proper capitalization and ending punctuation 

 -Recognize and use personal and possessive pronouns 

L.4.1 -Compose sentences with proper subject/verb agreement 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 



2 
 

Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 2 

December through January 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Use the writing process to publish writing pieces:  Personal Narrative and  Nonfiction 

Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  

Does process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written 

product? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge 

and understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others 

will listen and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and purpose.   

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal 

messages. 

 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W.4.10 -Choose a draft for publication (nonfiction) 

W.4.5 

W.4.4 

L.4.2a 

L.4.2d 

-Use the writing process: 

-Drafting 

-Editing and revising 

-Peer conferencing 

(on their own piece over the course of one week) 

W.4.7 

W.4.10 

-Select a country to research and write about 

-Gather ideas for writing and free write 

W.4.2a 

W4.2b 

W4.2c 

W4.2d 

W4.2e 

 

-Formats for nonfiction texts 

-Learn and use text features appropriately: 

-Table of Contents 

-Maps and Diagrams 

W4.4 

SL4.5 

SL4.2 

-Take notes from a non-fiction text 

-Organize information by subtopic 

-Present orally 

L4.2b 

L4.2c 

L4.1a 

- Use of commas in various ways 

-Use apostrophes to show possession 

-Use capitalization correctly 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 
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Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 3 

February through March 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Use the writing process to publish writing pieces:  Nonfiction and Realistic Fiction 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  Does 

process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written product? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand 

what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal 

messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W.4.7 

W.4.10 

Selecting a country to research and write about 

Gather ideas for writing and free write 

W.4.2a 

W4.2b 

W4.2c 

W4.2d 

W4.2e 

-Formats for nonfiction texts 

-Learn and use text features appropriately 

-Table of Contents 

-Maps and Diagrams 

W4.4 

W4.2c 

W4.2e 

SL4.5 

SL4.2 

-Taking notes from a non-fiction text 

-Organizing information by subtopic 

L4.2b 

L4.2c 

L4.1a 

-Various use of commas 

-Apostrophes to show possession 

-Correct use of capitalization 

W4.9a 

W4.9b 

W4.3c 

-Writing fiction stories with descriptive settings 

-Story has a clear beginning, middle, and ending 

-Developing characters through speech and actions 

L3.2c 

L4.1b 

L4.1g 

-Writing engaging openings 

-Using descriptive details using adjectives 

-Discussion of homophones 

-Writing a satisfying ending 

-Using dialogue correctly  

SL4.6 

L4.5a 

L4.5b 

L4.5c 

W.4.9 

W.4.9a 

-Literary elements 

-Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

-Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 

story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions]”). 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 



4 
 

Warren Township Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 4 

April through June 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Use the writing process to publish writing pieces 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  Does 

process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written product? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will 

listen and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern 

based on the audience and purpose.   

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal 

messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W4.9a 

W4.9b 

W4.3c 

-Writing fiction stories with descriptive settings 

-Story has a clear beginning, middle, and ending 

-Developing characters through speech and actions 
L3.2c 

L4.1b 

L4.1g 

-Writing engaging openings 

-Using descriptive details using adjectives 

-Writing a satisfying ending 

-Using dialogue correctly  

SL4.6 

L4.5a 

L4.5b 

L4.5c 

-Literary elements 

SL4.1d 

SL4.3 

L4.3a 

L4.3b 

L4.3c 

-Creating images using sensory details for poetry 

-Using sound or shape in poems to support details 

L4.1e 

L4.5a 

L4.5b 

L4.5c 

-Simile 

-Personification 

-Onomatopoeia, repetition, and alliteration 

-Rhythm and rhyme 

W4.6 

L4.1c 

-Writing directions for recipes, cartoon drawing, and games 

L4.6 -Directions needs to be checked for sequence, completeness, accuracy, and clarity 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 
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