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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 1 

September through November 

Overall Theme- Establish the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Monitor Comprehension (Sept.) , Activate  Prior Knowledge, Begin Questioning 

Genre Focus: Realistic Fiction 
Essential Questions: 

 How does a reader know a text is appropriate for 

them? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand 

everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good readers know how to pick books for their readability 

and interest. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used 

in text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 

text.   

 Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, and synthesize to make text 

personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
SL.3.1  

SL.3.6 

RF.3.4a 

RF.3.4b 

RL.3.5 

RL.3.6 

- Practice routines for Reading Workshop 

-Learn parts of the Readers notebook and utilize it properly 

-Learn organization of the classroom library to aid in book selection 

-Respond to independent reading in the Reader’s Notebook 

 

RL.3.1 

RL.3.4 

W.3.1 

W.3.2 

RI.3.1 

RI.3.2 

-Follow their inner voice and leave tracks of their thinking 

- Notice when they stray from the inner conversation and repair comprehension – use fix-up strategies 

- Stop, think, and react to information as they read 

RL.3.1 

RL.3.5 

RL.3.9 

RI.3.1 

RI.3.9 

SL.3.2 

SL.3.3 

-Notice thinking about new learning and rethink misconceptions about learning 

 

RL.3.1 

RI.3.1 

RL.3.10 

 

-Stop, ask questions, and wonder about their reading 

- Ask questions to clarify confusion 

-  Consider lingering questions to expand thinking 

- Read to gain information and answer questions 

- Identify characteristics of historical fiction 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 2 

  December through January 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Question (continued from November); Visualize and Infer; Distinguish point of view; Compare and 

contrast themes, settings and plots        
Essential Questions: 

 How does a reader know a text is appropriate for 

them? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand  

everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

 understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good readers know how to pick books for their readability 

and interest. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used 

in text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 

text.   

 Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 

text personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RI 3.1 

RL 3.1 

SL3.1 

-  Stop, ask questions, and wonder about their reading 

- Ask questions to clarify confusion 

-  Consider lingering questions to expand thinking 

- Read to gain information and answer questions 

RL 3.7 

RI 3.7 

 

-Visualize and create mental images to make sense of what they read 

 

RI.3.4 

RL.3.4 

RL3.3 

RL3.6 

RL3.9 

 

RI 3.2 

-Infer the meaning of unfamiliar words 

-Make inferences to understand characters 

-Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters 

-Compare and contrast the themes, settings and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or 

similar characters 

-Use text evidence to infer themes and bigger ideas 

-Infer and draw conclusions from information text using features  and text structures 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 3 

February through March 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Determine Importance 

Genre Study: Biography 
Essential Questions: 

 How does a reader know a text is appropriate for 

them? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand 

everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

        understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good readers know how to pick books for their readability 

and interest. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.  

Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 

text personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RI. 3.1 

RI.3.1 

RI.3.2 

RI.3.5 

RI. 3.6 

-Gain important  information from text and visual features (review) 

- Sift and sort the important information from the details and merge their thinking with it 

- Make a distinction between what they think is most important and what the author most wants them to take away 

from the reading 

-Use evidence to form opinions and understand big ideas and issues 

(See above) -Notice how the time, place, people, and circumstances influenced the subject 

-Determine the effect of the subject’s accomplishments on society 

-Notice how a subject’s character traits helped him succeed and make connections to other historical figures with 

similar characteristics 

- Describe how an author’s note aids in understanding 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 4 

April through June 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Summarize and Synthesize Information; Compare Two Informational Texts; Test Genre Reading 

Essential Questions: 

 How does a reader know a text is appropriate for 

them? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand    

 everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

 understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good readers know how to pick books for their readability 

and interest. 

 Readers use language structure and context clues to identify 

the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

text. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read.   

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.  

Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 

text personally relevant and useful.   

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RI3.6 

RI3.9 

-Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text 

-Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic 

RL 3.10 

RI 3.10 

-Summarize information by retelling 

-Become aware of when they add to their knowledge base and revise their thinking 

 

 

 -Test Preparation – Reading quickly for information, theme, and main idea 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 1 

September through November 

Overall Theme - Establish the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Understand the Writing Process; Write a personal narrative 

Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  Does 

process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written product? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 

thinking, learning communicating, and aesthetic 

expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers 

understand what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey 

their message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and 

/nonverbal messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W.3.10 -Create and maintain a writer’s notebook 

-Gather ideas for writing and free write 

-Begin to write with increased stamina 

W.3.4 

W.3.10 

-Practice routines for Writing Workshop 

-Participate in Writing Workshop discussions 

 

W.3.5 

W.3.3 

-Understand and follow the steps in the writing process: 

Choose a seed idea 

Drafting 

Editing  and Revising 

Peer Conferencing 

-Practice the craft of writing personal narrative pieces 

W.3.3a 

W.3.3d 

-Experiment with writing strong leads “hooks” and satisfying endings 

L.3.1a 

L.3.3a 

-Include vivid verbs in writing 

W.3.3b 

 

-Write pieces that contain sensory details 

-Include action in writing using “Show, Don’t Tell” 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 2 

December through January 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Realistic Fiction 

Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  Does 

process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written product? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 

thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic 

expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers 

understand what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey 

their message, explore issues and clarify their 

thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and 

/nonverbal messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W3.3a -Write a short realistic fiction story based on ideas from their writer’s notebook 

W3.3b 

L3.2c 

-Punctuate Dialogue correctly 

W3.3a -Describe a character by his speech, thoughts, and actions (Show, Don’t Tell) 

W3.3d -Use a strong hook and satisfying conclusion 

W3.3 

W3.4 

-Use descriptive language to help reader visualize; enhance description 

W3.3a,c -Develop a plot with a clear sequence that unfolds naturally 

W3.5 -Revise drafts based on the district criteria (rubric) 

W3.5 

L3.2 

-Edit for capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and organization 

W3.6 

SL.3.4 

-Type one piece for publication and present orally 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 3 

February through March 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Write about story characters; Persuasive Essay 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  Does 

process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written product? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand 

what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal 

messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W3.4 

W3.10 

-Write about their favorite fiction character, including details and your opinion about the character 

W3.1a 

W3.1b 

W3.1c 

W3.1d 

-Write an opinion piece on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 
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Warren Township Schools 

Third Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 4 

April through June 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Writing for a Test; Write an Informational Article  in the style of National Geographic Explorer 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves?  Does 

process shape the writer’s product? 

 How do writers develop a well written product? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 

 Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enable 

them to vary form and style, in order to write for 

different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand 

what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing 

meaning from, and responding to spoken and /nonverbal 

messages. 

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages.   

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W.3.1 -Write an explanatory piece to examine a topic 

W.3.2 -Plan quickly using a graphic organizer 

W.3.3 -Write a speculative short fiction piece 

RI.3.3 

RI.3.5 

RI 3.8 

-Read and analyze mentor texts to determine necessary elements of this genre  (2 – 3 days) 

W.3.7 

W.3.8 

-Select a nonfiction topic (animal) that will interest a reader 

W3.8 -Generate questions 

W3.2b -Organize notes by sub-topic 

W3.2a -Use illustrations and captions 

W3.2a 

W3.2d 

-Use an effective hook and satisfying ending 

W3.2 -Draft and revise 

SL3.4 -Present animal report orally to the class 
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