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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 1 

September through November 

Overall Theme- Establish the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Make Connections 
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help 

me better understand its meaning? 

 How are sounds represented by letters? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand 

everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will 

listen and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and characteristics 

facilitate the readers ability to make meaning of the text. 

 Letters and letter combinations represent sounds 

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.   

 Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers make connections (text to text, text to world, text 

to self) and predictions to make text personally relevant and 

useful. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on the 

audience and purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate increasingly 

complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
SL.1.1 

SL.1.1a 

SL.1.1b 

SL.1.1c 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

RL1.3 

RL.1.1 

RL.1.9 

RI.1.9 

-Practice routines for Reading Workshop 

-Learn procedures for read alouds 

-Develop listening skills through read alouds 

-Retell a story orally 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self Connections 

-Listen to and discuss stories 

-Answer questions about key details 

-Identify important ideas in a story 

RF.K.1b -Introduce word wall procedures 

-Introduce 5 new words a week to the students and include them on the word wall 

RL.1.1 

SL.1.1 

RL.1.9 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

RL.1.3 

RL.1.6 

RL.1.2 

-Answer questions about key details 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Create mental images while listening to a read aloud 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Listen to and discuss stories 

RL.1.3 

SL.1.1 

 RI.1.9 

RL.1.9  

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3      

  RL.1.6 

-Identify important ideas in a story 

-Demonstrate the skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Sequence events to retell a story 

-Retell a story 

RF.1.2a 

RF.K.2a 

RF.1.2d 

RF.1.3d 

RF.1.3c 

RF.1.2b 

RF.1.2c 

-Review beginning and ending consonant sounds 

-Review the concept of rhyming 

-Introduce and review short a, short I, and short o vowel sounds 

-Introduce short e and short u 

-Segment sounds by clapping 

-Introduce initial consonant blends with l, r, s 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 2 

December through January 

 Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives: Retell and Visualize               
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me 

better understand its meaning? 

 How are sounds represented by letters? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand 

everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 

characteristics facilitate the readers ability to make meaning 

of the text. 

 Letters and letter combinations represent sounds. 

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 

text.   

 Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers make connections (text to text, text to world, 

text to self) and predictions to make text personally relevant 

and useful. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RL.1.1 

RL.1.3 

RL.1.6 

RL.1.9 

SL.1.1 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

RI.1.9 

-Identify important ideas in a story 

-Participate in group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self Connections 

-Answer questions to understand a story 

-Sequence events to retell a story 

RL.1.1 

RL.1.3 

RL.1.9 

SL.1.1 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

SL.1.5 

RI.1.1 

RI.1.4 

RI.1.9 

-Identify important ideas in a story 

-Participate in the group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Participate in Think, Pair, Share 

-Apply schema and inference as students visualize 

-Visualize to make sense of text 

RF.K.1b -Introduce 5 new words a week to the students and include them on the word wall 

RF.1.2a 

RF.1.2b 

RF.1.3c 

 

Introduce final consonant blends with –nd, -mp 

-Introduce words ending with /k/ -ck , -nk,  -sk, -st 

Introduce Long a (CVCe) 

Introduce Long a (ai, ay) 

Introduce Long i (CVCe) 

Introduce Long i (ie, igh) 

Introduce Long o (CVCe) 

Introduce Long o (oa, ow) 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 3 

February through March 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Visualize and Explore Fiction 
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me 

better understand its meaning? 

 How are sounds represented by letters? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand 

everything in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and        

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 

characteristics facilitate the readers ability to make meaning 

of the text. 

 Letters and letter combinations represent sounds 

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 

  Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to 

enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers make connections (text to text, text to world, 

text to self) and predictions to make text personally relevant 

and useful. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on 

the audience and purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RL.1.1 

RL.1.3 

RL.1.9 

SL.1.1 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

SL.1.5 

RI.1.1 

RI.1.4 

RI.1.9 

-Identify important ideas in a story 

-Participate in the group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Participate in Think, Pair, Share 

-Apply schema and inference as students visualize 

-Visualize to make sense of text 

RL.1.1 

RL.1.3 

RL.1.9 

SL.1.1 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

SL.1.5 

RI.1.1 

RI.1.4 

RI.1.9 

-Identify important ideas in a story 

-Participate in the group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Participate in Think, Pair, Share 

-Apply schema and inference as students visualize 

-Compose an “I wonder” statement 

RF.1.3c 

RF.1.3a 

 

Introduce sounds of oo ( in book and moon) 

Introduce Long u (CVCe) 

Introduce Long e (CVCe) 

Introduce Long e (ee, ea) 

 

Introduce words with y (long i, long e) 

Introduce initial and final digraph (sh) 

Introduce initial and final digraph (th) 

Introduce initial digraph (wh) 

RF.K.1b -Introduce 5 new words a week to the students and include them on the word wall 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Reading Section 4 

April through June 

Overall Theme- Read with comprehension and be an active participant in the Reading Community 

Comprehension Objectives:  Explore Nonfiction and Revisit the Reading Life 
Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding a text’s structure help me better 

understand its meaning? 

 How are sounds represented by letters? 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

 How does fluency affect comprehension? 

 What do readers do when they do not understand everything 

in a text? 

 How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and 

understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen and 

understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and characteristics 

facilitate the readers ability to make meaning of the text. 

 Letters and letter combinations represent sounds 

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.   

 Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to enhance 

their comprehension. 

 Good readers make connections (text to text, text to world, text to 

self) and predictions to make text personally relevant and useful. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on the 

audience and  purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their message, 

explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning from, and 

responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate increasingly 

complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
RI.1.5 

RL.1.1 

SL.1.1 

RI.1.9 

RL.1.9 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

-Explore expository text features 

-Develop group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Participate in Think, Pair, Share 

-Apply schema and wondering to help understand non fiction 

-Utilize visualization techniques to make sense of text 

-Compose an “I wonder…” statement 

-Demonstrate the difference between fiction and non fiction 

RI.1.5 

RL.1.1 

SL.1.1 

Rl.1.9 

RL.1.9 

RI.1.1 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

-Explore expository text features 

-Develop group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Participate in Think, Pair, Share 

-Apply schema and wondering to help understand non fiction 

-Utilize visualization techniques to make sense of text 

-Compose an “I wonder…” statement 

-Demonstrate the difference between fiction and non fiction 

RI.1.6 

RI.1.9 

-Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text. 

-Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or 

procedures). 
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Standard Skill/Strategy 

RI.1.5 

RL.1.1 

SL.1.1 

Rl.1.9 

RL.1.9 

RI.1.1 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

W.1.2 

-Explore expository text features 

-Develop group skill of talking and listening to one another 

-Participate in “Turn to your Partner” activities 

-Make Text to Self connections 

-Answer questions to understand the story 

-Participate in Think, Pair, Share 

-Apply schema and wondering to help understand non fiction 

-Utilize visualization techniques to make sense of text 

-Compose an “I wonder…” statement 

-Demonstrate the difference between fiction and non fiction 

-Revisit favorite read alouds from the year 

-Reflect and write about how students worked together 

RF.1.3a 

RF.1.3c 

 

Introduce initial and final digraph (ch,tch) 

Introduce r-Controlled vowels (ar, or) 

Introduce r-Controlled vowels (er, ir, ur) 

Introduce diphthongs (oi, oy) (ou, ow) 

Introduce vowel patterns (au, aw) 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 1 

September through November 

Overall Theme - Establish the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Write and Illustrate Stories/Telling More 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves? 

 How do writers get ideas for writing? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

               understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic express. 

 Good writers use the world around them and their personal 

experiences to generate ideas for writing. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand 

what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
SL1.1 

SL.1.1a  

SL.1.1b 

SL.1.1c 

SL.1.5 

SL.K.6 

L.K.2c 

 L.K.2d 

L.1.1j 

 L.1.6 

RL1.4 

W.K.3 

W.1.5 

RF.1.1a 

RI.1.4 

-Practice routines for Writing Workshop 

-Participate in Writing Workshop discussions 

-Visualize to develop writing ideas 

-Relate illustrations to writing 

-Reread writing 

-Visualize and add to illustrations 

-Share stories and get to know classmates 

-Practice writing sentences left to right and space between words. 

W.1.5 

RL.1.4 

SL.1.5 

RI.1.4 

SL.1.5 

SL.1.4 

L.1.2D 

L.1.2E 

W.1.2 

 

-Learn how an author tells more 

-Add to a shared story 

-Reread a story and add more 

-Add sound words to writing 

-Learn and apply the prompt “I found out…” 

-Learn and apply the prompt “I like your story because…” 

-Reread writing 

-Add to illustrations 

-Add details to stories 

-Demonstrate ability to approximate spelling 

-Demonstrate ability to add speech bubbles to stories 

-Write and illustrate about things observed inside and outside the classroom 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 2 

December through January 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Use the writing process to publish writing pieces 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves? 

 How do writers get ideas for writing? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

               understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic express. 

 Good writers use the world around them and their personal 

experiences to generate ideas for writing. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand 

what is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and 

create opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based 

on the audience and  purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
 -Reread and add to writing 

-Approximate spelling and use the word wall 

-Capitalize proper nouns 

-Learn how an author tells more 

 
L.1.2A 

RF.1.1A 

W.1.3 

-Reread and add to writing 

-Learn how an author tells more 

-Learn and apply the prompt “I want to know” 

-Capitalize proper nouns 

 -Tell more in ones writing 

 
 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 3 

February through March 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Use the writing process to publish writing pieces & Write in Response to Reading 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves? 

 How do writers get ideas for writing? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

               understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic express. 

 Good writers use the world around them and their personal 

experiences to generate ideas for writing. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what 

is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on 

the audience and purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages. 

Standard Skill/Strategy 
W.1.3 

SL.1.1C 

SL.1.1A 

SL.1.4 

 

-Explore the beginning, middle, and end of a story 

-Write personal stories about a fun day and a day at school 

-Use exclamation marks  

-Tell more and reread 

-Write about feelings 

-Pair students to share stories 

-Pair students to use the prompt “I want to know…” to add onto partner stories 

W.1.1 -Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, 

supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.1.3 

W.1.6 
-Proofreading 

-Make a book cover for beginning, middle and end stories 

-Share the story in the Author’s Chair 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 
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Warren Township Schools 

First Grade 

Language Arts Instructional Framework – Writing Section 4 

April through June 

Overall Theme – Share ideas in writing and orally within the Writing Community 

Writer’s Craft Objectives:  Use the writing process to publish writing pieces 
Essential Questions: 

 How do good writers express themselves? 

 How do writers get ideas for writing? 

 How do rules of language affect communication? 

 How can discussion increase our knowledge and  

               understanding of an idea(s)? 

 When is it appropriate to ask questions? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others will listen 

and understand the message? 

 Can one hear but not listen? 

 How does a listener understand a message? 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, 

learning, communicating, and aesthetic express. 

 Good writers use the world around them and their personal 

experiences to generate ideas for writing. 

 Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what 

is being communicated. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to others and create 

opportunities for learning.   

 A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on 

the audience and  purpose.   

 Questioning and contributing help speakers convey their 

message, explore issues and clarify their thinking. 

 Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning 

from, and responding to spoken and nonverbal messages.   

 Effective listeners are able to interpret and evaluate 

increasingly complex messages. 
Standard Skill/Strategy 

W.1.2 

RI.1.5 

RI.1.10 

RF.1a 

-Explore non fiction 

-Generate and write facts 

-Explore the use of question marks 

-Make book covers  

-Write about an object 
RL.1.10 

RL.1.4 
-Visualize and act out poems 

-Explore movement words 

-Explore sound words 

-Generate similes 

-Explore figurative language 
W.1.1 

SL.1.1a,b,c 
-Discuss and write opinions on writing 

-Reflect on past writing to measure growth 

-Plan for summer writing 

-Discuss how they worked well together 

-Write a shared letter to next year’s class 

 -Learn and practice proper letter formation 
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