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WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 

Grade: 8 
 

 

      Unit:  Public Speaking 

      Essential Question: What are the components of a good speech? How can a person handle confusion when they have to speak    

                                         instantaneously and how can you limit the focus of an audience when you are speaking?  
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES 

The learner will be able to: 

RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

1.1.8.C.1 

1.2.8.B.2 

Give an oral biography to the class 

using one card and 5 sentences written 

out. Then trying the same speech with 

only a one word reminder for each 

sentence. 

 

Teacher generated form Teacher Observation 

Student Written Evaluation 

Improve upon 1
st
 draft 

1.1.8.C.1 Deliver an Impromptu Speech 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

Question and Answer 

 

 

1.1.8.C.1 

 

Deliver a “How to…” Speech on a 

specific subject for an agreed amount 

of time using the voice continuously 

throughout the speech. 

 

Teacher generated materials Test Grade  

Teacher Observation 

Student written Evaluation 

 

 

1.2.8.B.1 

1.2.8.B.2 

Critique other speakers during their 

speeches on an agreed subject  

 

Teacher generated materials Student written evaluation 

Teacher Observation and written response 

 

 

 



WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 

Grade: 8 
 

       Unit:  Improvisation 

       Essential Question: How can you use  improvisation to build a quick character that is recognized by the audience? 
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES 

The learner will be able to: 

RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

1.3.8.C.1 

1.1.8.C.1 

Use four established criteria (situation, 

location, vocation and character trait) 

to create an improv with another 

partner  
 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation  

Test grade 

Students identify performers criteria 

1.3.8.C.1 Use improvisation to create a given 

situation with only a short time to 

confer with other actors 

 

Theatre Games for Young Performers Teacher Observation 

 

 

1.3.8.C.1 

1.1.8.C.1 

Use improvisation to create a situation 

and a character in one scene and with 

other performers. The learner will 

select two characteristics to define 

who/what the character is. 

 

Theatre Games for Young Performers Teacher Observation 

 

 

1.1.8.C.1 

1.3.8.C.1 

Create an improvisation scene using 3 

unrelated words with two other group 

members, incorporating the words into 

an incredible, fantastic, and far-

fetched scene which eventually they 

will act out.  

 

www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf 

 

Teacher Observation 

Written evaluation of the imagination of each 

group 

 

 

1.3.8.C.1 

1.1.8.C.1 

Develop a character and perform this 

character in an improvised interview 

with another student 

 

Theatre Games for Young Performers Teacher Observation 

Student Evaluation Sheets 

 

 

 

http://www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf


WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 

Grade: 8 
 

 

      Unit:  Oral Interpretation 

      Essential Question: What makes up a good story, how do you breathe differently on stage than in life and how do you mark a script? 
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

The learner will be able to:   

1.1.8.C.1 

 

Vocally continue a storytelling 

situation for 30 seconds in front of the 

class, or add a sentence, or add a 

word, or act out one story teller’s 

story. 
 

Theater Games p.91 Teacher Observation  

Student Observation 

1.3.8.C.1 Express in storytelling a trait about 

themselves represented by an object 

that they are given in class 

 

www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf 

 

Teacher Observation 

Student Personal Notebooks 

1.3.8.C.1 

1.2.8.B.1 

Read a poemaloud in a group with 

expression and vocal inflection using 

markings 

 

Theater Arts I, Chapter 6 Teacher Observation 

Student Questions in personal Notebooks 

1.3.8.C.2 

1.2.8.B.1 

1.2.8.B.2 

Perform a radio commercial with good 

vocal techniques and unique voices 

that fit the characters 

 

Theater Arts I, Chapter 3 Teacher Assessment 

Student Critiques 

1.3.8.C.1 

1.2.8.B.1 

Use puppets to improvise a fairy tale 

using voices that fit the characters 

created – in a group 

 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

Student Questions in Notebook 

 

 

http://www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf


WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 
 

Grade: 8 
 

      Unit:  Acting Basics 

      Essential Question: How do you build a character for stage and what are the parts of a stage and the body positions best for stage? 
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES 

The learner will be able to: 

RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

1.1.8.C.4  Understand the stage and basic body 

positions used by an actor on stage 

 

Everything About Theatre 

www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf 

 

Teacher Observation 

1.1.8.C.4   Understand terminology used on stage 

by going over the basic drama/stage 

vocabulary 

 

Everything About Theatre 

Theatre Arts 1 

Quiz 

 

1.3.8.C.1 Make their own  gestures using various 

emotions 

 

Amateur Actor, p. 54 Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1  Move, cross and sit on stage properly 

 

Teacher enerated Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1  Fall properly on stage 

 

Amateur Actor, p. 56 Teacher Observation 

Class Discussion 

1.3.8.C.1 Do three different bows and when to 

use them. 

 

Teacher resources Teacher Observation 

 

1.3.8.C.1  Demonstrate their ability to create a 

character by using their created traits in 

a simple task 

 

www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf 

 

Teacher Observation 

Student Discussion 

 

1.3.8.C.1 Understand how to build a character 

 

Video – Characterization 

Teacher Generated Materials 

Student Discussion and evaluation sheet 

1.3.8.C.2   Build a character and use this 

character in an improvisation 

interacting with others in a given 

situation 

Teacher resources Teacher Observation  

Student comment sheets 

 

 

http://www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf
http://www.tetatx.com/pub/forms/8_teks.pdf


WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 

 

Grade: 8 
 

 

      Unit:  Commercial Writing and Acting 

      Essential Question: What are the components of a good commercial and how do you put these into one commercial that will sell? 
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES 

The learner will be able to: 

RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

1.1.2.8.B.2 Generate a written script for a 

commercial based on set criteria  

( product name, special attributes, 

acting, the price) 

 

Teacher generated materials Quiz grade based on Criteria in handouts by 

teacher 

Teacher Observation 

1.4.8A.4 

1.3.8.C.1 

1.3.8.C.2 

Sell a product and/or a service with 

persuasive acting and using all of the 

drama techniques learned in the class 

(character building, movement, vocal 

quality) 

 

 

Teacher generated materials Perform commercial for a test grade  

Teacher Observation 

1.2.8.B.2 

1.2.8.B.1 

Critique the script, the acting and the 

directing of the commercials created by 

the class 

 

 

 

 

Teacher generated Materials Teacher generated questions and student 

evaluations 

 

 

 

 



WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 

 

Grade: 8 
 

 

       Unit: Drills to build a better Actor  

      Essential Question: How can an Actor practice specific and separate qualities of a good actor?  
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES 

The learner will be able to: 

RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

1.3.8.C.1 Take part in the ‘Question Game’ 

where students learn only  to ask and 

never answer questions 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

 

 

1.3.8.C.1 

 

Confront another person and then 

handle other people laughing at them 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation  

Student Evaluation 

1.3.8.C.1 Take part in the short improvisation 

‘Park Bench” and have them move 

another with just his voice. 
 

Teacher generated materials 

 

Teacher Observation 

Teacher prepared Sheet 

1.3.8.C.1 Handle the ‘jungle’ of voices talking 

and find their partner by sound to move 

him around a field.  

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1 Say Tongue Twisters with ease 

 

 

Tongue Twisters Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1 Breathe and use relaxation techniques 

to enhance the beginning actor  

 

 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

Student Evaluation 

 



 

WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

DRAMA ELECTIVE 
 

 

Grade: 8 
 

 

       Unit: Drills to build a better Actor  

      Essential Question: How can an Actor practice specific and separate qualities of a good actor?  
 

NJCCCS  

CPI# 

OBJECTIVES 

The learner will be able to: 

RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

1.3.8.C.1 Observe the obvious in another person 

by having that person remove 

something that was there before 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1 Carry on two conversations at the same 

time to be able to be on stage with your 

lines and also watch the needed points 

on stage including sets, props, other 

performers, managers etc. 

 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1 

 

Take part in a short improvisation 

“Taxi” and mimic exactly the attitude 

of the person getting into the ‘taxi’ 

 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

1.3.8.C.1 Participate in an improvisation called 

“Hitchhiker” where the actor uses their 

power of persuasion to convince 

another person to do what they are 

doing. 

 

Teacher generated materials Teacher Observation 

 

 

 



WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
Drama Elective -  Grade 8 

Resources     

 

 

Everything About Theatre 

By Robert L. Lee 

Meriwether Publishing Ltd 

 

Improvisations in Creative Drama 

By Betty Keller 

Meriwether Pub. Ltd 

 

Improvisation Starters 

By Phillip Bernardi 

Betterway Publications, Inc. 

 

Modern American Scenes for Student Actors 

By Wynn Handman 

Bantam Books 

 

Scenes for Kids 

By Ruth Mae Roddy 

Dramaline Publications 

 

The Singing and Acting Handbook 

By Thomas di Mallet Burgess and Nicholas Skilbeck 

Routledge 

         

 

The Amateur Actor 

By Frances Mackenzie 

Theatre Arts Books 

 

Theatre Arts I 

By Alan Engelsman & Penny Engelsman 

Meriwether Publishing Ltd. 

 

Theatre Games for Young Performers 

By Maria C. Novelly 

Meriwether Pub. Ltd. 

 

Tongue Twisters 

 By Mike Artell and Joseph Rosenbloom 

Sterling Publishing 
 

 

 

Untitled and Other Radio Dramas 

By Norman Corwin 

New York: Henry Holfand Company 

 

 



 

WARREN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
 

Drama Elective 
 

Grade 8 

 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this course is to give the 8
th

 grade student a drama elective experience by exploring a variety of different 

aspects of the drama field.  

 

Students will learn the basics of drama through learning and participating in public speaking, impromptu, improvisation, oral 

interpretation and storytelling, basic acting techniques, learning about the stage and positioning on a stage, vocal readings of 

radio dramas, commercial script writing, acting  and learning about critique.  

 

 

 

 

Rationale 

 

This curriculum has been developed as an elective keeping in mind that students have had no structured coursework dealing 

with this topic other than the Grade 7 Drama elective..  

 

However, the Grade 7 Drama elective in not a prerequistire for taking the Grade 8 class. 

This program has been created to give the student a well-rounded exploratory experience in the drama element. 
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