2017 Summer Reading List  Graphic Novels K  8
Grades K  1
Little Mouse Gets Ready by Jeff Smith  A Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Book
Will Little Mouse master all the intricacies of getting dressed, from snaps and
buttons to Velcro and tail holes? Eisner Awardwinning cartoonist Jeff Smith and
his determined Little Mouse reveal all the smallest pleasures of this daily task.

Hippopotamister by John Patrick Greene
The zoo isn't what it used to be. It's run down, and Hippo hardly ever gets any visitors
so he decides to set off for the outside with his friend Red Panda. To make it in the
human world, Hippo will have to become a Hippopotamister: he'll have to act like a
human, get a job, and wear a hat as a disguise. He's a good employee, whether he's a
construction worker, a hair stylist, or a sous chef. But what he really needs is a job
where he can be himself.

Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea by Ben Clanton
Narwhal is a happygolucky narwhal. Jelly is a nononsense jellyfish. The two might
not have a lot in common, but they do they love waffles, parties and adventures. Join
Narwhal and Jelly as they discover the whole wide ocean together.

Sleepless Knight by James Sturm
The Knight can't wait for her first camping trip! She and her horse Edward pack
everything they needincluding her beloved Teddyand head out into the woods. But
when it's time for bed, Teddy is nowhere to be found! In this sweet, simple
adventure, basic comics elements combine with the picture book format to create a
picture book for the youngest of comics readers.

Little Robot by Ben Hatke
When a little girl finds an adorable robot in the woods, she presses a button and
accidentally activates him for the first time. Now, she finally has a friend. But the big,
bad robots are coming to collect the little guy for nefarious purposes, and it's all up to
a fiveyearold armed only with a wrench and a fierce loyalty to her mechanical friend
to save the day!

The Great Pet Escape by Victoria Jamieson
The class pets at Daisy P. Flugelhorn Elementary School want OUT . . . and GW
(short for George Washington), the deceptively cute hamster in the secondgrade
classroom, is just the guy to lead the way. But when he finally escapes and goes to
find his former partners in crime, Barry and Biter, he finds that they actually LIKE
being class pets. Impossible!

Grades 2  3

Little Dee and the Penguin by Christopher Baldwin
When Little Dee meets a motley crew of animals deep in the forest, she knows she’s found
the perfect set of new friends. Between the bossy vulture, the slightly dim dog, the
nurturing bear, and the happygolucky penguin, this mismatched group of big
personalities doesn’t always get along—but they’re a family. A pair of hungry polar bears
are after the penguin, and the rest of the team are determined to protect her. They’re not
interested in adopting a tiny human but hops on their getaway plane and joins them on an
aroundtheworld adventure.

Sticky Burr: Adventures in Burrwood Forest by John Lechner
Welcome to Burrwood Forest, where a village of seed pods are busy having adventures!
There are friends like Sticky Burr and Mossy Burr, who stick together, and bad seeds like
Scurvy Burr, who irritates them every chance he gets. Watch out for wild dogs and maze
trees, loyal insects, and escapes on the fly in a gently quirky graphic storybook that
readers are sure to get stuck on.

Squish #8: Pod vs. Pod by Jennifer L. Holm
Uhoh! Squish’s friend Pod just hasn’t been himself lately. One minute he’s
happydancing; the next he’s sobbing in his soup. What’s going on? (Hint: “mitosis” is the
process that splits singlecelled organisms. That’s right, splits.) It is truly pod vs. pod—and
may the best pod, umm, win?

Dog Man Unleashed by Dav Pilkey
Dog Man, the newest hero from the creator of Captain Underpants, is still learning a few
tricks of the trade. Petey the cat is out of the bag, and his criminal curiosity is taking the
city by storm. Something fishy is going on! Can Dog Man unleash justice on this ruffian in
time to save the city, or will Petey get away with the purrfect crime?

Unicorn Crossing: Another and Phoebe and Her Unicorn Adventure by Dana
Simpson
Time flies in this fifth volume of Phoebe and Her Unicorn! Follow the lovable duo as they
experience somewhatspooky Halloween parties, ecstatic snow days, and looming
summer reading assignments. Although the journey of growing up can sometimes be
difficult, along the way Phoebe and Marigold discover something more enduring than
goblin fads, unicorn spa vacations, and even a Spell of Forgetting—their one of a kind
friendship.

The Bad Guys by Aaron Blabey
They sound like bad guys, they look like bad guys . . . and they even smell like bad guys.
But Mr. Wolf, Mr. Piranha, Mr. Snake, and Mr. Shark are about to change all of that...
Mr. Wolf has a daring plan for the Bad Guys' first good mission. They are going to break
two hundred dogs out of the Maximum Security City Dog Pound. Will Operation Dog
Pound go smoothly? Will the Bad Guys become the Good Guys? And will Mr. Snake
please stop swallowing Mr. Piranha?!

Grades 4  5
Caveboy Dave: More Scrawny Than Brawny by Aaron Reynolds
His grandpa invented fire. His dad invented the wheel. How will Caveboy Dave leave his
mark? Dave UngaBunga has always been more scrawny than brawny. This is a major
problem when your village expects you to become a meatbringer. At age twelve, all
young cavepeople must stalk through the eerie mushroom forests for a prehistoric beast
the village can feast on. But Dave would much rather invent stuff for a better life—like
underwear to make loincloths less itchy and cutlery to make eating less filthy. Can Dave
save his group by inventing the perfect defense against a bloodthirsty pokeyhorn? Or will
he MEET HIS DOOM?

Poppy! And the Lost Lagoon by Matt Kindt
Adventure runs in Poppy Pepperton's family! At the age of ten, Poppy is the greatest
explorer since her grandfather Pappy Pepperton, traveling the globe with her trusty
sidekick/legal guardian Colt Winchester. When a shrunken mummy head gives a series
of clues to discover an exotic fish no one's seen in years, adventure calls, and Poppy and
Colt find themselves in the strange city of Old Macadamia, swimming alongside the
gigantipus, trailed by a strange robot, and end up uncovering clues to the greater
mystery of what happened to Pappy all those years ago!

Lost in NYC: A Subway Adventure by Nadja Speigelman
The sights . . . the sounds . . . the SMELLS! New York's crowded subway system is
known for many things, but being easy on a lost kid isn't one of them. When Pablo gets
separated from his new schoolmates during his first field trip in New York City, he doesn't
know how he'll be able to find them again. Luckily, he has a little knowledge, a new friend,
and the surprisingly approachable city itself to guide his way. This story features maps,
archival photos, and fascinating facts to bring all the bustle and beauty of NYC to young
readers around the world.

Real Friends by Shannon Hale
Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends ever since they were little. But one day,
Adrienne starts hanging out with Jen, the most popular girl in class and the leader of a circle
of friends called The Group. Everyone in The Group wants to be Jen's #1, and some girls
would do anything to stay on top . . . even if it means bullying others. Now everyday is like a
roller coaster for Shannon. Will she and Adrienne stay friends? Can she stand up for
herself? And is she in The Group―or out?

CatStronauts: Mission Moon by Drew Brockington
When the world is thrust into darkness due to a global energy shortage, the World’s Best
Scientist comes up with a bold plan to set up a solar power plant on the moon. Someone
has to go up there to set it up, and that adventure falls to the CatStronauts, the best
space cats on the planet! Meet the fearless commander Major Meowser,
bravebuthungry pilot Waffles, genius technician and inventor Blanket, and quick thinking
science officer Pom Pom on their most important mission yet!

Mighty Jack by Ben Hatke
Jack might be the only kid in the world who's dreading summer. But he's got a good
reason: summer is when his single mom takes a second job and leaves him at
home to watch his autistic kid sister, Maddy. It's a lot of responsibility, and it's
boring, too, because Maddy doesn't talk. Ever. But then, one day at the flea
market, Maddy does talk―to tell Jack to trade their mom's car for a box of
mysterious seeds. It's the best mistake Jack has ever made.

Grades 6  8
Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova
On her first day at her new school, PenelopePeppiTorres trips into a quiet boy
in the hall, Jaime Thompson, and the mean kids start calling her the "nerder
girlfriend." How does she handle this crisis? By shoving poor Jaime and running
away! Surrounding herself with new friends in the art club, Peppi still can't help
feeling ashamed about the way she treated Jaime. Things are already awkward
enough between the two, but to make matters worse, he's a member of her own
club's archrivalsthe science club! And when the two clubs go to war, Peppi
realizes that sometimes you have to break the rules to survive middle school!

Treaties, Trenches, Mud and Blood by Nathan Hale (Nathan Hale’s
Hazardous Tales Series)
World War I set the tone for the 20th century and introduced a new type of warfare:
global, mechanical, and brutal. Nathan Hale has gathered some of the most
fascinating truelife tales from the war and given them his inimitable Hazardous
Tales twist. Easy to understand, funny, informative, and lively, this series is the best

way to be introduced to some of the most wellknown battles (and littleknown secrets) of the
infamous war.

Sunny Side Up by Jennifer L. Holm
Sunny Lewin has been packed off to Florida to live with her grandfather for the
summer. At first she thought Florida might be fun  it is the home of Disney World,
after all. But the place where Gramps lives is no amusement park. It’s full of . . .
old people. Really old people. Luckily, Sunny isn’t the only kid around. She meets
Buzz, a boy who is completely obsessed with comic books, and soon they’re having
adventures of their own: facing off against golfballeating alligators, runaway cats,
and mysteriously disappearing neighbors. But the question remains  why is Sunny
down in Florida in the first place? The answer lies in a family secret that won’t be
secret to Sunny much longer. . .

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson
For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her best friend Nicole.
But after Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs up for derby camp, Nicole
decides to go to dance camp instead. And so begins the most difficult summer of
Astrid's life as she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the
friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship. As the end
of summer nears and her first roller derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid
realizes that maybe she is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, and
middle school… in short, strong enough to be a roller girl.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's the only living resident of a
graveyard. Raised from infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery
denizens, Bod has learned the antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as
their ghostly teachings—such as the ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see him.
Can a boy raised by ghosts face the wonders and terrors of the worlds of both the
living and the dead?

The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman
Lyra Belacqua is content to run wild among the scholars of Jordan College, with her
dæmon familiar always by her side. But the arrival of her fearsome uncle, Lord Asriel,
draws her to the heart of a terrible struggle—a struggle born of Gobblers and stolen
children, and a mysterious substance known as Dust. As she hurtles toward danger in

the cold far North, Lyra never suspects the shocking truth: she alone is destined to win—or to
lose—this morethanmortal battle.

Last of the Sandwalkers by Jay Hosler
Nestled in the grass under the big palm tree by the edge of the desert there is an entire
civilizationa civilization of beetles. In this bug's paradise, beetles write books, run
restaurants, and even do scientific research. But not too much scientific research is
allowed by the powerful elders, who guard a terrible secret about the world outside the
shadow of the palm tree. Lucy is not one to quietly cooperate, however. This tiny field
scientist defies the law of her safe but authoritarian home and leads a team of
researchers out into the desert. Their mission is to discover something about the greater
world...but what lies in wait for them is going to change everything Lucy
thought she knew.

